Why the North Shore?

Southbound migrating forest birds
seek out cover and food while en
route.

Westerly winds and the Prairie
Pothole region direct birds towards
the Great Lakes.

Lake Superior is a migration barrier
void of food and shelter.

Birds approaching Lake Superior
during the day follow the shoreline.
Birds flying at night that find
themselves over Lake Superior at
dawn, reorient to the nearest
shoreline.

The combination of these
movements result in a massive
congregation of birds on Lake
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The
North Shore
Migration
Phenomenon:
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The North Shore of Lake Superior is
one of the premier migratory routes
for raptors and passerines in North
America. Fall migration bird counts
are estimated to be in the hundreds
of thousands to millions, indicating a
massive bird movement that has been
previously underestimated. Recent
studies have begun to show the true
magnitude of the fall bird migration
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region as a major migration
corridor. In the context of
communication tower and wind
turbine development, it is crucial to
identify flight paths and stopover
habitat, and understand the
magnitude of this yearly migration
phenomenon.
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For more information about this project or to
become involved in the conservation of the
North Shore migration corridor please visit our

website:
www.hawkridge.org/research/nsm.html
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