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Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory continues to operate two passerine banding stations—the main 

station, which is focused on research, and a station near the overlook, which blends research with 

education. Passerine banding at the main station began August 9 and ended October 19. As in 

past years, trained volunteers manage the passerine banding program. Margie and I ran the main 

station 42 days during the fall season. Our volunteer crew is amazing and we couldn’t do the 

project without them. 

 

In addition to banding, we started a new research project this year. We took feather samples on 

selected species of passerines in order to determine which species are contributing to the elevated 

mercury levels being seen in Merlins and Sharp-shinned Hawks. This will likely be a multi-year 

study but we should get preliminary data before next fall season.  

 

On September 27, Hawk Ridge hosted a group of nine banders from Wolf Ridge Environmental 

Learning Center in Finland, Warner Nature Center in Marine on St. Croix, Carpenter Nature 

Center in Hastings, and Lowry Nature Center on the western edge of the Twin Cities. It was an 

interesting day of sharing and discussion. The consensus was we need to reestablish a network to 

better coordinate research projects. We plan to meet regularly around the state at different nature 

centers. 

 

The weather this fall was good for passerine migration as reflected in the numbers of birds 

counted at the overlook. Most of those birds flew over us at the banding station, but we did have 

a few busy days, including August 25 when we banded 140 birds. Our peak numbers each day 

are lower than in past years since we implemented a new protocol to deal with fallout days.  

 

The season totals for the main station are: 1,270 passerines including 803 warblers, 82 thrushes, 

and 80 flycatchers. As part of the study, we worked hard in August with the primary goal of 

getting samples on an early migrant: Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. We banded 29, which was 

fantastic. Other highlights for the season were a good number of kinglets with 86 Ruby-crowned 

and 14 Golden-crowned, 3 Scarlet Tanagers, and surprisingly our first Savannah Sparrow in five 

years. The most numerous birds included 186 American Redstarts, 147 Nashville Warblers, and 

131 Tennessee Warblers. 

 

We look forward to 2016, when we will be continuing our summer MAPS research project and 

mercury project, and we hope to start a long-term project on Black-capped Chickadees.  

 

At the station near the overlook, we banded a total of 85 birds in September and October during 

13 days. Twenty species were represented, including 7 species of warblers: Magnolia, Black-

throated Green, Tennessee, American Redstart, Western Palm, Myrtle, and Blackpoll Warblers; 

5 species of sparrows: White-throated, White-crowned, American Tree, Slate-colored Junco, and 

Fox Sparrow. Other birds banded included Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Brown 

Creeper, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee, Downy Woodpecker, and Swainson’s 

Thrush. 

 



This year the Black-capped Chickadee was the most numerous species captured (27 individuals), 

with the White-throated Sparrows taking second place (23 birds). Third place was a tie between 

the Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Slate colored Juncos at 7 each, 3 Downy Woodpeckers took 

fifth. 

 

There were 30 recaptures through the season, but some birds were recaptured multiple times, 

including one over-achieving hatch-year Chickadee, who was captured 4 times during the 

season! In the end there were 20 individual birds recaptured, 19 of which were Black-capped 

Chickadees and 1 Red-breasted Nuthatch. Of the 19 chickadees recaptured 10 were birds banded 

at the overlook in 2015. Nine birds were from previous years or from the main banding station. 

 

Thanks again to the many volunteers who helped with passerine banding, including Amber 

Burnette, Andrea Brandon, Katie Brey, Brianna Borka, Dave and Jan Conley, Erin Denny, 

Miranda Durbin, Deborah Faul, Amy Feinstein, Royce Galindo, Grace Glick, Ben Glisczinski, 

Eliza Grimes, Kristopher Hennig, Alan Moss, Stephen Nelson, Frank Nicoletti, Jenny Rieke, 

Beth Ruark, Val Slocum, Ryan Steiner, Melanie Stewart, Karen Stubenvoll, Robbie Tietge, Reed 

Turner, Abbie Valine, and Andy Witchger. Thanks additionally to Myron and Holly Peterson for 

continuing to support passerine banding at the overlook.  

 
 


