
 
 

 

December 2016 

 

Dear Friend of Hawk Ridge,   

 

The snow may be flying in Duluth, but 

we won’t soon forget the incredible fall 

migration at Hawk Ridge—over 66,000 

raptors, including record-breaking 

numbers for Sharp-shinned Hawk, 

Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, and Bald 

Eagle.  As the season draws to a close, 

we ask you to help us continue the 

important work of Hawk Ridge Bird 

Observatory. We cannot do our work 

without you. Large or small, your gift 

keeps our banders at the station, our counters on the platform, our teachers in the outdoor 

classroom, our trainees gaining knowledge and skills. Listen to their voices.  

They say best why your gift matters.  
 

 

 

JOHN RICHARDSON, Count Interpreter 
Grew up birding in East Yorkshire, England. Married a 
Minnesotan and came over 18 years ago to work on her 
family’s dairy farm. Now he and his wife live in Duluth 
with their three boys, who are frequent visitors to Hawk 
Ridge with dad.  
 

“At Hawk Ridge, a mass migration of birds goes on right over 

our heads every fall. It’s incredible—yet many people don’t 

even know it’s going on. You hear about the migration of huge 

herds of wildebeests in the Serengeti or caribou in the Arctic. 

Well, we have our own mass migration right here in Duluth. 

What makes Hawk Ridge even more special is that it brings 

together a diversity of birds and people. I get to meet and talk 

with folks from all over the world, with beginning bird 

watchers, experts, and people who just wandered up to the 

Ridge to see what’s going on. Then there’s the sheer joy of 

watching the kids who come with their parents or school groups. It’s therapeutic in a way—all of 

us in this beautiful location sharing an amazing natural spectacle. It feels like family.”      
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ANNA KENNEDY, 2016 Banding Trainee  
From Half Moon Bay, CA. With a conservation biology degree from UC-Davis, 
she’s done bird surveys and banding in tidal marshes and montane meadows. 
Now she’s added Hawk Ridge and raptor banding to her résumé and her love 
of nature.  

 
“Watching the fall migration at Hawk Ridge has been an incredible experience. It's 

exciting to stand alongside people visiting Hawk Ridge for the first time as they 

experience it. It’s been inspiring to watch the dedicated staff and volunteers sharing 

their knowledge about species identification and migration patterns. I spent most of my 

time at the Raptor Banding Station, where I was continuously awed getting to see birds 

up close while collecting valuable data that can contribute to conservation and help 

answer future questions in our ever-changing world.”  

 

 
MARGIE MENZIES, Public Program Director 
Grew up in Pennsylvania, New York, and Kansas. Spent her childhood exploring 
the great outdoors. Now she devotes her adulthood to sharing her vast 
knowledge of the natural world with Hawk Ridge visitors, young and old.  
 

“Every bird that flies over Hawk Ridge has a story to tell. Our banders and counters are 

gathering thousands of details to piece together these stories. Things like how long they 

live, how far do they go, how long does it take them to get from point A to point B. 

There’s all kinds of things we are working to figure out and share with migration 

biologists and bird lovers of all sizes. I love telling these stories to people who visit 

Hawk Ridge. Take the Blackpoll Warbler. These tiny birds, some starting as far north as 

Alaska, leave their breeding grounds and fly southeast until they hit the Atlantic Ocean. 

By this time they’ve doubled their body weight—adding about 10 to 11 grams of fat. 

They have put the fuel in the tank because now they’re going to fly nonstop across the 

Atlantic to northern South America, an over-water journey that makes Blackpoll 

Warblers one of the most extreme long-distance migrants on Earth! On the wing for at least 72 hours, all on the energy 

found in about half a Snicker’s bar.”  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Janelle Long, Executive Director  

 

Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory greatly appreciates your gift. 
The best thank you we can give you is the promise that 
we’ll continue to work to keep the birds flying over Hawk 
Ridge. May your New Year be filled with the joy and 
wonder of the natural world that surrounds us.  
 

 

                                                                               
                                                                                                            Curtis Martinson and his son Benjamin watching raptors during  
         this year’s Hawk Weekend Festival (photo courtesy S. Winckler) 


