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The mission of Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory is to protect birds of prey and other 
migratory birds in the Western Lake Superior Region through research, education, and 
stewardship.

Our staff, interns, and volunteers work tirelessly to achieve HRBO’s mission. And our 
members, donors, grantors, and sponsors sustain our mission through their generous 
contributions.

We believe the numbers demonstrate our mission in action. Here are some incredible 
numbers for 2014…
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OUR MISSION IN ACTION: 2014 BY THE NUMBERS

For details on these numbers, see “43 Years and Still Counting: 2014 Hawk Ridge 
Highlights” on page 10. 
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OUR MISSION IN ACTION: PICTURES ARE WORTH THOUSANDS OF WORDS
by JANELLE LONG, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR and KAREN STUBENVOLL, BOARD CHAIR

Over the years, HRBO has amassed a treasure trove of images taken by many talented photographers. These images inspire us and bring 
back wonderful memories of hours spent on the Ridge with our HRBO colleagues and with the thousands of visitors who come to observe 
fall migration. 

A Bald Eagle soaring in a clear, blue sky over Lake Superior captures the indescribable majesty of migration. A child poised to release a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk – while a HRBO naturalist provides encouragement, “Now, hold your arm up like the Statue of Liberty” – reminds us 
that an important part of our mission is to inspire the next generation to appreciate and care for the natural world. Young students, in our 
outdoor classroom, waving their arms to answer a question asked by one of our naturalists…a HRBO interpreter calling out raptor IDs and 
explaining the finer points of raptor shapes and plumages…a volunteer giving a child her own unique wrist band, just like the birds we band 
at Hawk Ridge…these images evoke the commitment of our staff, trainees, and volunteers. 

The 2014 HRBO Annual Report provides an overview of our fiscal year and how we used the generous support of our members, 
grantors, and sponsors to achieve our mission. Just as important, the report gives us an opportunity to thank everyone who contributed 
their talents and time and grants and gifts to Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory. Perhaps better than a thousand words from us, this 2014 
album of photos is our way of saying, “Thank you.”  

Volunteer Jian-long Wu Photo by Karen StubenvollOsprey migrating over Hawk Ridge Photo by Steve Kolbe

Hawk Ridge staff Katie Swanson, Margie Menzies, and Julia Luger at the overlook Photo by Karen Stubenvoll

Snowy Owl taking flight! Photo by Karl Bardon
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HAWK RIDGE HAS AN INFECTIOUSNESS ABOUT IT. WHEN 
PEOPLE COME AND FEEL EXCITED AND ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT 
THIS PLACE, IT RUBS OFF ON ALL THE OTHERS AROUND.
 —KATIE SWANSON, HRBO VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR 

Hawk Ridge Naturalist, Margie, with Barred Owl Photo by Annmarie Geniusz Adult Bald Eagle gracing the Hawk Ridge sky Photo by Karl Bardon

Two happy, young visitors Photo by Gail Johnejack Jan Green, 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award recipient Photo by Karen Stubenvoll

View from the summit at Hawk Ridge in evening light with fall color Photo by Karl Bardon



MANAGERS
Janelle Long, Executive Director (8)
Frank Nicoletti, Banding Director (18)
Karl Bardon, Count Director (8)
Gail Johnejack, Education Director (4)
Jessica Chatterton, Operations Director (3)
Katie Swanson, Volunteer Director & Peregrine 
Watch (5)
Sarah Glesner, Owl Programs (8)

BANDERS 
Nova Mackentley (6)
Chris Neri (5)
Madi McConnell

COUNTER 
Steve Kolbe

COUNT INTERPRETER
Clinton Nienhaus

NATURALISTS 
Margie Menzies (3)
Matti Erpestad (3) 
Caitlin Johnson (2)
Allie Quick

FALL TRAINEES
Julia Luger (Environmental Education)
Kaitlin Alford (Bird Banding)

PEREGRINE WATCH
Katie Swanson (5)
Frank Nicoletti (18)
Miranda Durbin (3) 
Caitlin Johnson (2)
Marcos Stoffel (Internship) 

Numbers in parentheses indicate number of 
years involved with Hawk Ridge.
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Working for HRBO is not your typical 9 to 5 job. During fall migration, our staff members work long hours, often 7 days a week and in 
challenging weather (intense sun, thick fog, wind, rain, even snow). Our team is committed to accuracy and thoroughness when counting 
birds, attention to standardized protocols when banding, and enthusiasm and exactness in teaching students and identifying birds for 
visitors. Every organization should be so fortunate to have such a dedicated, mission-focused work force.  

STAFF

IT TAKES TEAMWORK

It is your efforts - working 
as a team - that embody the 
incalculable assets of Hawk 

Ridge Bird Observatory. 
Thank you. 

Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory has a 
fiduciary responsibility to publish an 
annual report of income, expenses, 
assets, and liabilities (see sidebar, page 
10). What those numbers don’t reveal, 
however, is the hard work, enthusiasm, 

and dedication of our staff, hundreds of 
volunteers, and generous contributors, 
grantors, and sponsors. You believe in 
the mission and you put it into action.

…AN OLDER FELLOW, WHO SEEMED TO ME TO BE A LIFELONG BIRDER, PASSED BY ME ON HIS WAY OUT 
AND MENTIONED, VERY WILD EYED AND REVERENT, THAT THE GOLDEN EAGLE THAT HAD FLOWN OVER 
WAS THE FIRST HE HAD EVER SEEN. I CAN STILL PICTURE HIS EXPRESSION OF PURE CONTENTMENT 
WITH HIS EXPERIENCE. I KNOW THAT IT DID NOT MATTER WHAT I HAD SAID ABOUT THAT BIRD, FOR HIM, 
IT WAS THE BIRD ITSELF. SOMETIMES, INTERPRETATION IS NOT SAYING ANYTHING. JUST POINTING OUT 
A BIRD FOR PEOPLE TO SEE. TO ENJOY. TO MARVEL AT ITS MASTERY OF FLIGHT.
 —CLINTON NIENHAUS, HRBO COUNT INTERPRETER

Count Interpreter Clinton Nienhaus with board 
member Myron Peterson

Photo by Karen 
Stubenvoll
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We have an amazing team of 200 or so volunteers who step up to help with projects, committees, events, and programs each year. And many of our staff 

members volunteer extra time beyond their regular duties. We truly appreciate each and every one of you for sharing your time and talents. 

SPRING & FALL COUNT
Karl Bardon, Joe Beck, Dave Carman, Russ Edmonds, Jane Hosking, 
Ted Keyel, Steve Kolbe, Jan and Larry Kraemer, Ed Longhway, Andrew 
Longtin, Madi McConnell, Frank Nicoletti, Harold Nordin, 
Myron and Holly Peterson, Cory Ritter, Candice Swanepoel

RAPTOR BANDING
Dave Alexander, Kaitlin Alford, Amber Burnette, Miranda Durbin, 
Rachel Harris, Jane Hosking, Gary Leeper, Bruce Munson, Kate Nicoletti, 
Jessamy Schwartz, Karen Stubenvoll, Katie Swanson 

PASSERINE BANDING
Dave Alexander, Kaitlin Alford, Brianna Borka, Katie Brey, Amber Burnette, 
Dave and Jan Conley, Erin Denny, Miranda Durbin, Deborah Faul, 
Grace Glick, Tom Hollenhorst, Margie Menzies, Rebecca Peak, Beth Ruark, 
Valerie Slocum, Karen Stubenvoll, Robbie Tietge, Abbie Valine, 
Andy Witchger

OFFICE & ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS
Gene and Susan Bauer, Jessica Chatterton, Christine Ebert, Judy Haugen, 
the Long Family, Julia Luger, Harold Nordin

HAWK WEEKEND FESTIVAL EVENTS & FIELD TRIPS
Gene and Susan Bauer, Josh Bednar, Amber Burnette, Dave Carman, 
Jessica Chatterton, Christine Ebert, Deanna Erickson, Laura Erickson, 
Jeanne Filiatrault-Laine, Jo Fritz, John Green, Ted Keyel, Adam Long, 
Julia Luger, Erin Manning, Gail Marsman, Myron and Holly Peterson, 
Jessamy Schwartz, Sparky Stensaas, Bill Tefft, Ben Yokel

HAWK RIDGE MAIN OVERLOOK
During the 2014 fall season, more than 70 volunteers helped greet visitors, 
facilitate school groups and tours, manage the Kid’s Cart, mobile gift store, 
and information table, and direct traffic. A special thanks to the following 
people who have volunteered 5+ fall seasons: 

Dave Carman, Annie Choate, Margaret Cleveland, Jan and David Conley, 
Christine Ebert, Russ Edmonds, Linda Estel, Jeanne Filiatrault-Laine, 
Jo Fritz, Jan Green, Judy Haugen, Abi Kritzer, Gary Leeper, Andrew Longtin, 
Janet Majerus, Gail Marsman, Beth Miller, Pat Miller, Don Pierce, 
Sandy Roggenkamp, Mary Slattery, Chris Tolman, Karen Stubenvoll, 
Frank and Sue Weaver, Sarah Wilcox, Sue Zeleznikar

HAWK RIDGE BANDING STATION LANDUSE
Paige and Dave Benson   
Kim and Connie Ellerman

WESTERN GREAT LAKES OWL MONITORING
Thank you to the many volunteers throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin 
for participating in this project.

PUBLICATION AND SPECIAL PROJECT DESIGN 
Eliza Grames

WEBMASTER
Molly Thompson

FACEBOOK
Karen Stubenvoll 

VOLUNTEERS

Snow Bunting trying to hide among the dead leaves along a road-side as it feeds on weed seeds Photo by Karl Bardon



Hawk Ridge has eight committees whose members go above and beyond 

to achieve our strategic goals. 

COMMITTEES

RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Jerry Niemi (chair through Sept. 2014), Matt Etterson (chair remainder of 
2014), Dave Alexander, Karl Bardon, Laura Erickson, Dick Green, 
Jan Green, Dave Grosshuesch, Frank Nicoletti, Ron Regal, Ed Zlonis

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Tim Bates (chair through Sept. 2014), Ken Gilbertson (chair remainder of 
2014), Matti Erpestad, Kaitlin Erpestad, Gail Johnejack, Beth Miller, 
Julie O’Connor, Dave Schaeffer, Katie Swanson, Erin Zoellick

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Bob Owens (chair), Jessica Chatterton, Judy Gibbs, Frank Nicoletti, 
Julie O’Connor, Andrew Streitz, Katie Swanson, Josh Vineyard, 
Steve Wilson, David Yount

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Molly Thompson (chair), Dave Alexander, Bob Owens, Myron Peterson

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Mark Martell (chair), Bob Owens, Myron Peterson, Karen Stubenvoll

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Martha Markusen (chair), Karen Stubenvoll, Molly Thompson 

HAWK WEEKEND FESTIVAL COMMITTEE 
Karen Stubenvoll (chair), Christine Ebert, Judy Haugen, Harold Nordin, 
Julie O’Connor, Myron Peterson, Andrew Streitz

MARKETING COMMITTEE
Andrew Streitz (chair), Jessica Chatterton, Eliza Grames, Ashley Lindsey, 
Myron Peterson, Karen Stubenvoll

The Hawk Ridge Board of Directors brings an array of experience and 

talent to the organization in the fields of environmental education, avian 

conservation, research, finance, marketing, and media. Working together, 

they are building a strong future for Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory. In 2014, 

we welcomed new board members Laura Erickson, Ken Gilbertson, and 
Matt Etterson. 

We especially want to thank Tim Bates, Jan Green, and Jerry Niemi, 
each of whom completed a 10-year term of board service with Hawk Ridge 

in 2014. Their dedication and advocacy for our mission have helped shape 

Hawk Ridge into the special organization it is today. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HRBO members and donors are essential to our stability and long-term 

success. You fund our work and serve as ambassadors for our mission in 

the community of Duluth and throughout Minnesota and the Midwest. 

You inspire us to pursue high-quality research, to develop engaging 

environmental education programs, and to steward Hawk Ridge Nature 

Reserve for the good of the birds. With your help, we are working to 

safeguard the amazing phenomenon of migration. We sincerely thank each 

and every one of you for your contributions and for believing in Hawk Ridge. 

MEMBERS AND DONORS

GRANTORS
Donald M. Weesner Foundation
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Non-Game Program
Minnesota Power Foundation
Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation (Biodiversity, City of Duluth 
          Community Parks and Recreation, Duluth Legacy Endowment, & 
          Red Oak Funds)
Grand Rapids Area Community Foundation (Blue Heron Fund)
Schwab Charitable Fund Donors
Fidelity Charitable Fund Donors
Medtronic Foundation
3M Foundation
Amazon Smile Foundation
Goodsearch

PROJECTS
WESTERN GREAT LAKES OWL 
MONITORING
Dave Grosshuesch and Julie 
O’Connor

MIGRATION PHENOLOGY
Karl Bardon and Ed Zlonis

WEBSITE DESIGN
Jane Reed

INTERPRETIVE SIGN DESIGN
Kim Wickman

HAWK RIDGE NATURE 
RESERVE VEGETATION 
SURVEY
Barb Delaney

Rough-legged Hawk hovering Photo by Chris Neri
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LODGING SPONSOR
ZMC Hotels, Inc. 
The Edge Resort & Waterpark 

EMPLOYEE MATCH PROGRAMS
3M Foundation
Aon Foundation
Cargill CARES
TE Connectivity
Thomas Reuters My Community Program
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation

HAWK WEEKEND FESTIVAL SPEAKERS
Laura Erickson
Dr. James Duncan

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS AT HAWK RIDGE 
NATURE RESERVE
The City of Duluth 
Hawk Ridge Stewardship Committee

RAPTORS IN THE CLASSROOM EDUCATION 
PARTNER
The Lake Superior Zoo 

PEREGRINE WATCH SPONSOR
Lisa Dayton

VEHICLE SPONSOR
Miller Hill Subaru

HAWK RIDGE ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
BIRDATHON
Eagle Optics 
Hartley Nature Center
Lake Superior Garden Center 

SNORE OUTDOORS FUNDRAISER
Rudy Hummel 

FALL RAFFLE
Duluth Pack Store
Eagle Optics
On the Limit

PHOTOGRAPHY
Naturally Avian
Karl Bardon
Laura Erickson
Miranda Durbin
Steve Kolbe
michaelfurtman.com
Frank Nicoletti
Night Flight Images
Karen Stubenvoll

HAWK WEEKEND FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER
Adventure Publications
Alakef Coffee
Bent Paddle Brewing Company
Bixby’s Café
Blackwoods Bar & Grill
Bread & Honey Pantry
Donald Menuey & Christine Ebert
Dubh Linn Irish Pub & Comedy
Duluth Grill
Duluth Pack
Dunn Bros Coffee
Eagle Optics
Eagles Nest Massage Therapy
Fitger’s Brewhouse
Fitger’s Wine Cellar
Frank Nicoletti
Frost River
Gary Leeper
Glensheen Mansion
Grandma’s Restaurants
Granite Gear
Great Lakes Aquarium
Grizzly’s Restaurant
Hartley Nature Center
Healing Ways
Inn on Gitche Gumee
International Wolf Center
J. Skylark
Jim Brandenburg Gallery
Karl Bardon
Kenspeckle Letterpress
Kollath-Stensaas Publishing & Stone Ridge Press

Lake Superior Art Glass
Lake Superior Garden Center
Lake Superior Magazine
Lake Superior Zoo
Mac’s Landscaping
Marie Zhuikov
Mount Royal Bottle Shop
National Eagle Center
North House Folk School
North Shore Scenic Railroad
Northwest Outlet
Nova Mackentley & Chris Neri
On The Limit
Peter Ross
Pickwick
Piragis Northwoods Co.
Raven Productions
Sammy’s Pizza Lakeside
Sawbill Canoe Outfitters
Spirit Mountain
Steger Mukluks
Texas Roadhouse
Toys For Keeps
Valentini’s
Vertical Endeavors
Vikre Distillery
Whole Foods Co-op
Wild Birds Unlimited
Yarn Harbor
Zeitgeist Arts Café
Zen House
Zinema 2 Theater

BUSINESS AND OTHER SPONSOR SUPPORT

Paige & Dave Benson with Nova Mackentley and Bald Eagle Photo by Karen Stubenvoll
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$10,000+ 
Elisabeth J. Dayton

$5000-$9999
Dick Green & Adeline Nunez
Myron & Holly Peterson
Steve Wilson & Mary Shedd

$1000-$4999 
Susan & Gene Bauer
Center School
Russ & Ann Edmonds
Paul Egeland
Medtronic Foundation 
Susan Kennedy
Doug & Jenny Lewis
Lynn MacLean
Gerald & Bonnie Niemi
Richard Shepard
Peter & Sally Sneve
Karen & Bob Stubenvoll
Virginia Thomsen
Kari G. Wenger & Peter Henry

$500-$999 
3M Foundation Employee Match Program
David & Cindy Blomberg
Judy Gibbs
Robert & Lois Heller
Paul & Kimberly Kosmatka
GS & Rondi Erickson Lewis (In memory of 
          Ole Finseth)
Michael Meyer & Mary Jarvis
Maggie Seely
Larry Snyder & Wendy Champness (In 
          Memory of Pershing Hofslund)
Susan Streitz
Peder Svingen & Susan C. Barton
Ben & Heidi Yokel
Zeitgeist Arts

$100-$499 
Sherry Abts
Mary Jo Adams
David A. Alexander & Christina Tarasczuk
Charles Alexander
Paul Allbright
Don & Sue Anderson
Sue Anderson (In memory of David A. 
          Anderson)
Pam & Bob Ardis
Paula Aschim
Susan Ash & David Strandberg
Marcia Avner & Wyman Spano
John & Kathy Baumgarten
Barbara Becker & Kate Houston
Ann Belleman
Frank & Kathi Berdan
Stephen Bockhold & Annmarie Geniusz
Sherry Boyce
Karen & Ken Breuninger
Catherine Brey
Harold & Renee Burrows
David Carman
Terrence Clark
Jerry Claxton & Heather Mainella
Margaret Cleveland
Xan Courville

Deidre Curran
Edward Dayton
Chris & Carmel Demaioribus
Jason Digman & Ann Rainhart
Claire Downes
Cris & Lyn Dueholm
Ruth Ann Eaton (In memory of Robert F 
          Eaton)
John Eckfeldt & Nancy Schultz
Chris & Cindy Edwardson
John Ellis
Laura & Russell Erickson
Del Erickson
Estate of Nancy Alden Jackson
Linda Estel & Anne Tellett
Julie & Matt Etterson
Alan & Sharon Finifrock
Jeff Fischer
Stephen & Evelyn Fisher
Leona Fitzmaurice
Karen Flynn
Sharon & Gordon Frank
Friends of Wolsfeld Woods
Jo & Joshua Fritz
Roy F. Frock (In memory of Friedl Sigl, 
          Austria)
J.S. Futcher
Jill O. Genaw
Ralph & Jane Geuder
Ken Gilbertson & Katie Kyyhkynen
Connie Glattly
Lynn Glesne
Melvin Goldenbogen
William & Marilyn Gorham
Jane & Mark Gottwald (In memory of 
          Burnett Hojnacki)
John & Janet Green
Charlie Greenman & Bonnie Mulligan
Mark Greenwood
Martin & Melanie Grune
Robert Hallet
Anne Hanley & George Skinner
Alesia Hanson
Steven Harmer
Katherine Harris
Terry Hartnagle
Dale Haugen
Judith Haugen (In memory of Helen Beck)
Hermantown High School Students (In 
          honor of Rudy Hummel’s Snore 
          Outdoors) 
Darryl Hill
Jim & Pat Hoglund
Barbara A. Hope
Jeanine & Thomas Houtevelde
Bill Huseth
Julie Ikhaml
John Ivey & Mary Thomas
Linda Kenny
Mary & John Ketzler
Sally Keyel
Tammy Kimball
Steven Kirkhorn
Steve & Roberta Klar
Martha Klems
Joel & Catherine Koemptgen
Jan & Larry Kraemer
Valerie Kruse
Stevie M. Kuroda
James Lafave
Mark & Vanessa Lehman
Adele Lennig & Christopher Sullivan
Mary Lewis
Glen Lindeman (In memory of Dawn 
          Lindeman)
Marilyn Lindstrom
Allen & Kimberle Loken

Edwin Longhway
Scott & Sara Lounsbury (In memory of 
          Alfred E. & Mary E. Lounsbury)
Mark & Rebecca Lystig
Mike & Marta Maddy
Bill Marengo
Laurence Margolis
Martha Markusen
Mark Martell & Kathleen Peters-Martell
Adam Martin
James McBride
Carol McIntyre
Douglas McKenzie
Gretchen Mehmel
Katie Meiners
Gretchen Merrill
Chet & Miriam Meyers
Steve Millard (In memory of Terry 
          Savaloja)
Mechelle Miller
Bill & Kathy Miner
Jim & Carol Moller
Randy Monson
Charles & Diana Moore
Scott S. Moorhouse
Jose Morrice & Judith Lynn Johnson
Nycle Myers
Ken & Marcia Nelson
Elizabeth Neuvar
Daniel & Maryanne Norton
Julie & Gene Ollila
Judith Olsen & Myke Rachu
Jean Osterheim
Jennifer Ottinger
Bob & Mary Ellen Owens
Bruce Peterjohn
Minard & Mary Anne Petersen
Ruth Pfaller
Darlene Philip
Donald Pierce
Nate Popkin & Lisa Weiss
Craig Ramundt
John & Ruth Reese
Ron & Jean Regal
Hugh Renier M.D. & Kristine Fossum
Deborah Reynolds (In honor of Mark 
          Martell)
Thomas & Catherine Rootness
Roberta Rott & Larry Hanke
Bruce & LeAne Rutherford
Pat & Jim Sanders
Saw Mill River Audubon Society
Eileen Schantz-Hansen
Denise Scharlemann & Robert Cochrane
Maria Schendel

Matt Schiller & Betsy Schwartz
Maurice Scroggins
Kent Severson
Paul Shapiro
Erika & Paul Sitz (In honor of my dear 
          friend Jan Green)
Gary & Jan Small
David Smith
Michael Smith
Matthew Solensky
David & Brenda Sproat
Donna Stollenwerk (In Memory of 
          Margaret Johnejack)
Byron Stone
Andrew Streitz & Diane Desotelle
John Streitz Sr.
William & Dore Stubenvoll
Janet Swartz-Myrman
Jeanne & Steve Tanamachi
TE Connectivity Matching Gift Program
Nels Thompson
Timothy Tully
Sheryl & Mike Van Scoy
Kira Vanderlan
David & Roberta Vose
Richard & Gloria Wachtler
Susan & Frank Weaver
Michael Welch
Per & Elaine Wickstrom
Jude Williams
Jonathan & Sarah Wilmshurst
Bob & Kathy Winkler
Lucy Winton
Gudrun & Geof Witrak
Kristi Wookey
Richard & Gretchen Wunderlich
David & Geiger Yount
Pamela Zalesky
Kris Zamzow
Michael & Sheralyn Zlonis

UP TO $99 
Kathleen Abel
Kathy Adams
Michael Adams
Sandra Aken
Mr. & Mrs. David Alden
David Allison
Amazon Smile Foundation
David Anderson
Cindy Angerhofer
Aon Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Colleen Austad
Gustave Axelson
Kari Axford

Thanks to Cindy and David Blomberg and all our other members and donors 
for their support!

Photo by Karen Stubenvoll
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT! YOU DRIVE 
OUR MISSION. 

2014 MEMBER AND DONOR GIFTS
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MEMBER AND DONOR GIFTS 
UP TO $99 
Kim Babine
Steve Bachman & Joann Pfeiffer
Sandra & Gregory Bacon
Mike Bailey (In memory of Jack, John, & 
          Bill Bailey)
Kay Bakke
Robert Ballou
Joanne Bartkus
Tim & Julie Bates
Richard & Andrea Bauer
Bee Nay-She Council Bird Club
David & Pamela Benson
Constance Berglund
David Bergum
Bruce & Jane Besse
Nancy K. Besse
Jaidev & Kaitlyn Bhoopal
Keith Bildstein
Jocelyn Bollins
Kathleen Bray
Judson Brink
Jeffrey Brinkerhoff
Ernest Brody
William Bronn
Tom Bucher
Richard Buckland
John Bursewicz
Keith Camburn
Robert Carlson
Robert & Kathy Carlson
Amber Carringten (In honor of Bev 
          Johnson of Cook, MN)
Carolyn Carson
Central Lakes College Natural Resources 
          Club
Simona Ciancetta
Julie & Gregg Ciurleo
Susan Claessen
Scott & Marilyn Clark
Jane Cleave
MaryAnn Clifford & Rodney Palmer
Jean Cochrane
Jeri Coker
Erik Collins
Dan Conway
Jack & Debbie Cook
Charlene Cooper
Mariah Crabb
Beverly Crawford
Tim & Leslie Crichton

Jane & Steve Cross
Roberta Curtis
Malcolm Davy
Cheyenne Deters
J.M. Dinsmore
Peggy Donahue
Matti Dougherty
Doyle Construction Inc. (In Memory of 
          Nancy A. Jackson)
Dawn Drotar & Mark Magnuson
Joel Dunnette
Dan Eberly
Christine Ebert & Donald Menuey
Brad Edgerton
Melanie Edwards Furr
Scott & Marian Elkerton
Suzanne Entrup
Bridget Evens
Dave & Carol Fiedler
Maura Fitzgerald
Dorothy Fitzsimon (In memory of Bill 
          Robinson)
Janet Fitzsimon-Barr (In memory of Steve 
          Fitzsimon)
Beverly Flanigan
Allen & Mary Jo Fleming
Robert & Deborah Formanack
Deborah Freedman & Peter Wodrich
Ruth Freeman
Vickery & Bryan French
Anne & Pat Gabriel
Susan Gardner & Philip Scott
Gregory Garmer
Donald Garvin
Lance Gauer
Jim Gay
Anne Gee
Gloria Gervais
Michael Giefer
Jane Gilley
Martha Gohmert
GoodSearch
Juliann Grahn
Patricia Grantham
Don Grussing
Gabriel Gryffyn
Andrea Grygo
Charles Gunder
Julie Guth
Timothy Haering
Lisa Hakanson
Ronald Halvorson

Maya Hamady
Michael Harden
Guilford G. Hartley
Craig Hayden
Michael Hedemark
Steve & Dee Hedman
Pamela Heilman
Gary Hennes
Bruce & Maiya Henson
Diann Herling
David Heupel
Susan Hill
Mary Hirsch
David M. Hojnacki
Sarah Hole
Nancy Holmgren (In honor of Rudy 
          Hummel)
David & Lynn Homzik
Paul Hosch
Ken Howard & Jane Gilbert-Howard
Jim Hughes
Sally Hummel
Dennis & Sue Isernhagen
Naomi Jackson (In memory of Nancy 
          Jackson)
M. Kaye Jacobs
Judy Jarnberg
Susu Jeffrey
Jennifer Jensen & Ruurd Schoolderman
Paul Johnejack
Troy Johnson (In memory of Mary C. 
          Johnson)
Deanna Johnson
Sarah Streitz Kaplan
Meagan Keefe
Twila Kennedy
Sonia Kjos
Cynthia Klinksiek
Donald Knecht
Rhoda Knudson
Katherine Koch
Karen Kraco
Joni Kristenson
Barb Kritzman
Tom & Janet Kuehl
Jerome Lacy
Andrea Lambrecht & Robert Crabb
Cathy Leece
Pam Lessans
Constance Lieder
Mary Lilly
Penelope Lindeman
John Lundy
Kathy MacKnight
Janet Majerus
Susan Maki
Sarah Malick-Wahls & Ryan Wahls
Norma Malinowski
Gail Marsman
Mark & Bonnie Matuseski
Maureen McCarter
Caroline McGee & Olga Trujillo
Debra McGovern
Gail McGrath
Karen McKinley
Lee & Chuck McLaughlin
Connie Meek
Doris J. Mehlberg
Scott Mehus
Susan Meisner
Krista Menzel
William G. Merrick M.D.
Peter & Jacqueline Meyer
Oliver Meyer
Marty Miller
Beth M. Miller

Daniel Miller
Pat Miller (In honor of Charles Keeler)
John Mills & Kate Buckley
Kathy Mills
Martha Minchak
Minnesota River Valley Audubon Chapter
Vaughn & Molly Moore
Sheila Moran
Bryant Mulligan
Bruce Munson
Camille Murphy
Mynatech Inc.
Mara & Montian Natrakul
Russell Neathammer
Georgia Nef
Thomas Nelson
Jolynn Nelson
Margaret Nelson
James & Sydney Nesbitt Massee
Frank & Kate Nicoletti
David Noble
Dan Nolan
Wayne Norling
Northwest Outlet
James Novotny
Rita O’Connell
Mika Okamoto
Ruth Oppedahl
Karen O’Steen
Marjorie & Mark Paller
Hannah Panci
Anne Parker
Joy Parker
Andrea Patterson
Ernest Peaslee
Judy Pendergrast
Susan Peterson
Steve & Bonnie Peterson
Jim Phillips
Julian Phillips (In Memory of Larry 
          Fitzsimon)
Mary Pike
Leslie Pilgrim & Ned Rukavina
Chris & Gaye Pitts
Christopher Pollard
Roger L. Pomerance
David Poulin
Cindy Raab
Debbi Rasmussen
James Rasmussen
Diane Reed
Warren & Marilyn Regelmann
Tim & Annette Riley
Steven Rogerman
Sandra Roggenkamp
Jo Rohady
Larry Ronning
Patricia Rossi
Frederick & Marilyn Ruark
Elaine Ruder
Maria Runyan
Bob Russell
Kurt Rusterholz
Thomas Salkowski
Rosemary Sampson
Larry L. Schedin
Elizabeth Schleif
Joy Schochet & Jonathan Green
Steven Schon
Robyn Schroeder
Marilyn Schroeder
Joanne Schultz
Joel Schwartz
Bill Schweisheimer
John Schwoch
Michelle & John Scott

Juvenile Red-shouldered Hawk Photo by Gregory Hoffman
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FISCAL YEAR END 
31-DEC-2013

FISCAL YEAR END 
31-DEC-2014

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Income

     Merchandise Sales 16,296 20,297

     Direct Public Support 91,370 86,286

     Membership Dues 24,370 28,250

     Grant Income 23,542 18,805

     Investments 2,396 1,070

     Program Income 10,559 16,202

Total Income 168,533 170,910

Expense

     Merchandise Purchases 7,796 10,410

     Conferences & Meetings 9,939 8,990

     Advertising 145 49

     Bank Fees 2,190 1,404

     Contract Services 6,038 11,028

     Dues & Subscriptions 801 641

     Facilities & Equipment 7,691 8,988

     Operations 12,542 15,887

     Insurance 4,675 4,427

     Payroll Expenses 111,190 112,061

     Permits and Licenses 225 320

     Transportation 4,524 4,922

Total Expense 167,756 179,127

NET INCOME (LOSS) 777 -8,217

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Total Current Assets 87,564 83,789

Total Fixed Assets 7,875 5,748

TOTAL ASSETS 95,439 89,537

Total Liabilities 24,408 26,723

Total Net Assets 71,031 62,814

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 95,439 89,537

RECONCILIATION OF NET ASSETS
Beginning Net Assets 71,031

Less: Net Loss -8,217

Equals Ending Net Assets 62,814

FINANCIAL REPORT
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RAPTOR COUNT – 43RD YEAR 
The Raptor Count was conducted from August 15 to November 30 at the Main Overlook. 59,809 
raptors were counted. The count was above average for the last 10 years, but 23% below 
average since full-time coverage began in 1991. It was the second-best season on record for 
Turkey Vultures, Bald Eagles, and Rough-legged Hawks. Of concern were below average 
counts for Ospreys and American Kestrels. The mystery of poor Broad-wing and Red-tail flights 
continues to puzzle us. Nevertheless, the peak of 1,205 Red-tailed Hawks on October 25 was 
one of the highest day counts in the last 10 years. A highlight of the season was seeing 2 Snowy 
Owls (1 of which was banded). 

NON-RAPTOR COUNT – 8TH YEAR 
In the words of Count Director Karl Bardon, “…a truly incredible season that was full of surprise 
and set all kinds of record.” A total of 358,815 migrant non-raptors was a new record season 
total. For example, impressive counts included 1,089 kinglets, 76 Brown Creepers, 856 thrushes 
(Swainson’s Gray-cheeked, Hermit, and Veery), 2,337 Common Ravens, 46,215 warblers of 26 
species, 9,564 White-throated Sparrows, 2,939 Dark-eyed Juncos, and 111,372 finches.

RAPTOR BANDING
HRBO banding teams at 3 stations logged a total of 241 banding days. 3,888 raptors (16 
hawk species and 9 owl species) were captured and banded, including 53 foreign recoveries, 12 
returns, and 1,015 owls. A Prairie Falcon and Snowy Owl were banded for the first time at 
Hawk Ridge. An impressive 9 Bald Eagles were banded (5 adults, 3 hatch-year, 1 third-year). 

PASSERINE BANDING
Passerine Banding was conducted from August 7 to October 20. A total of 2,005 birds 
comprising 61 species were banded. Most common species banded were American Redstart and 
Nashville Warbler. Highlights included an Eastern Bluebird, 3 Pileated Woodpeckers, and the odd 
bird of the year, a Sora.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
Our naturalists were on Hawk Ridge daily during September and October providing pointers 
on identification of raptors and non-raptors, facts about migration, bird-banding 
demonstrations, and kids’ activities. We offered 26 public programs for approximately 
320 people. These programs included Eyes on the Skies/Beginning Hawk Watching, songbird 
banding programs, Hawk Ridge Primers, and Experience Hawk Ridge. Our staff and 2014 trainee 
conducted 79 private programs reaching 1,690 students and adults (pre-K through college, 
Scouts, adult tour groups, etc.). During the year, we continued our monthly bird-related outdoor 
program with students at St. Michael’s Lakeside School. Raptors in the Classroom, a partnership 
with Lake Superior Zoo, provided 15 school visits for 4th and 5th graders. Approximately 18,000 
visitors of all ages and from around the world come to Hawk Ridge each fall to experience 
migration!

EXPERIENCE HAWK RIDGE – 9TH YEAR 
In 2014, we divided this program into two versions. The original version continued to cover basics 
of migration, banding and counting, and how to use binoculars, with information geared for the 
age of the audience. The new version was developed specifically for Duluth Public Schools 5th-
graders. The content of the program was designed to complement specific 5th-grade Minnesota 
State Standards.

SPRING RAPTOR COUNT (WEST SKYLINE HAWK COUNT) – 17TH YEAR 
The Spring Count was conducted on 12 days (total of 62.5 hours) over a period from March 13 to 
May 1. Observers counted 6,445 raptors of 14 species. The spring highlight was 2,939 raptors 
counted on April 20. On April 25, Frank Nicoletti & Dave Carman counted 252 raptors as part of 
the annual Hawk Migration Association of North America (HMANA) Raptorthon to raise $1,085 
shared between HMANA and HRBO.

43 YEARS AND STILL COUNTING: 2014 HAWK RIDGE HIGHLIGHTS 

Board Chair Karen Stubenvoll with the Prairie Falcon
Photo by Hawk 

Ridge Staff

Counting Crew Old and New! (left to right - Cory Ritter, 
Steve Bockhold, Karl Bardon, Steve Kolbe, Dave Carman) 

Photo by Karen 
Stubenvoll

Clinton Nienhaus & Caitlin Johnson teaching at 
Hawk Ridge

Photo by Janelle Long



WESTERN GREAT LAKES OWL MONITORING – 10TH YEAR 
This is a joint effort in Minnesota and Wisconsin to monitor population trends for the region’s owl 
species. Partners include Natural Resources Research Institute, MN DNR, WI DNR, HRBO, and 
many citizen science volunteers. A total of 313 owls comprising 8 species were recorded on 105 
routes (no owls were recorded on 45 routes). The top 3 species counted were Barred Owl, Great 
Horned Owl, and Saw-whet Owl. Detections of Eastern Screech Owls were low; Long-eared Owls 
rebounded from 2013 numbers; there was a significant spike in numbers of Saw-whet Owls in 
Minnesota.

PEREGRINE WATCH – 9TH YEAR 
Peregrine Watch was staffed 5 days a week by 2 HRBO naturalists and one intern from May 28 
to July 20. We added Wednesday and Saturday evening hours for visitors – 3,098 people visited 
Peregrine Watch. The peregrine adults started with 4 eggs of which 1 egg hatched. This nestling – 
a male – was banded with color band black/red E/85 and fledged successfully. 

HAWK RIDGE NATURE RESERVE STEWARDSHIP
We conducted the 3rd breeding bird survey. Counters have identified a cumulative list of 40 
species as potentially nesting within the 365-acre reserve. Hundreds of people – fat-tire bikers, 
joggers, hikers, dog walkers, sledders – visit the reserve throughout the year. Improvements were 
made to the Banding Research Station. Culverts were installed in areas damaged by the 2012 flood. 
Hawk Ridge hired ecologist Barb Delaney to complete a vegetation survey of the reserve and to 
make recommendations for dealing with invasive species. Duluth Legacy Endowment Fund (Duluth 
Superior Area Community Foundation & City of Duluth) and MN Lake Superior Coastal Program (MN 
DNR & NOAA) provided funding for the survey. 

HAWK RIDGE SUMMER SOCIAL EVENT – 4TH YEAR
Board member Bob Owens and wife, Mary Ellen, generously opened their home for a summer 
social attended by approximately 60 people. The event raised $2,200 for Hawk Ridge programs. 

“TOMMY” THE TURKEY VULTURE
Research Biologist, David Barber, from Hawk Mountain Sanctuary and Hawk Ridge 
Banding Director, Frank Nicoletti, captured an adult Turkey Vulture in early August 
in West Duluth and placed a wing tag and satellite transmitter on it. This is the 
first Turkey Vulture in the Midwest to be fitted with a tag or transmitter as part of 
the Turkey Vulture Migration Project. Data collected has provided information 
on roost locations, hourly and daily movement. Turkey Vulture “Tommy” began its 
migration on October 4, 2014, and reached its wintering ground on October 27. 
Tommy made local movements in southern Mexico near the Guatemala border 
during the winter. 

SNORE OUTDOORS FUNDRAISER
As a fundraiser for HRBO and Habitat for Humanity, intrepid Rudy Hummel slept 
outside for 365 nights in tents, snow caves, and hotel parking lots during one of 
the coldest, snowiest winters on record. Rudy raised more than $3,000 for HRBO, 
which was used to help fund a new traineeship program.

43 YEARS AND STILL COUNTING: 2014 HAWK RIDGE HIGHLIGHTS 

Miranda Durbin with a young visitor to Peregrine 
Watch

Photo by Katie 
Swanson
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Tommy the Turkey Vulture’s migration route from Duluth, MN to southern Mexico

The elusive Long-eared Owl Photo by Chris Neri



HAWK RIDGE BIRDATHON – 28TH YEAR 
The Hawk Ridge Birdathon is a fun and friendly competition among birders to raise funds for HRBO. On May 17, eight teams across St. Louis County 
tallied a grand total of 172 species while sitting, hiking, biking, or driving. Eagle Optics and Lake Superior Garden Center donated prizes for the event. 
Teams raised more than $2,400 by soliciting pledges from friends and HRBO supporters. 

HAWK WEEKEND FESTIVAL 
By all measures, Hawk Weekend Festival on September 19-21 was one to remember, with more than 100 people registered for field trips, workshops, 
dinners, and speakers! Jan Green received HRBO’s inaugural Hawk Ridge Legacy Award for her decades of service to Hawk Ridge Nature Reserve and 
HRBO. On Saturday, visitors witnessed a spectacular day on Hawk Ridge, with more than 4,000 raptors of 14 species (including several low kettles of 
Broad-winged Hawks and two uncommon species for Hawk Ridge —2 Swainson’s Hawks and a sub-adult Golden Eagle) and more than 5,000 non-
raptors. 65 generous organizations, businesses, and individuals donated items and services for our silent auction and raffle.

43 YEARS AND STILL COUNTING: 2014 HAWK RIDGE HIGHLIGHTS 

The Whip-poor-wheels Birdathon team Photo courtesy of Steve Wilson

H A W K  R I D G E  B I R D  O B S E R V A T O R Y 12

Typical fall day at Hawk Ridge Photo by Gail JohnejackFemale Northern Goshawk Photo by Frank Nicoletti

Western Palm Warbler Photo by Karl Bardon



HELP HAWK RIDGE BIRD OBSERVATORY SOAR 
The generous contributions of members and friends are absolutely essential to achieving our mission. With your support, HRBO can expand 
our research efforts, reach more young people in the classroom, and increase our public programming. The more people, of all ages, who 
learn about and witness the amazing fall migration of raptors, ravens, nighthawks, warblers, and finches over Hawk Ridge, the better HRBO 
can protect these birds on their passage and on their nesting and wintering grounds. Our members receive special discounts and behind-
the-scene tours. But, most importantly, you can see how your contributions help our staff, interns, and volunteers work toward a mission 
we all believe in. Your membership contribution is tax deductible. Please make checks payable to Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory. 

SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO: 

HAWK RIDGE BIRD OBSERVATORY
P.O. Box 3006
Duluth, MN 55803-3006

PLEASE JOIN OUR TEAM! 

HELP FUND RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Fall Count $

Raptor Banding $

Songbird Banding $

Spring Count $

Payment:  Cash  Check  Credit Card   Credit Card:  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  AmEx

Cardholder Name

Card number       Exp. Date  CVV

Signature:

$15 Student (Vulture) 

$30 Individual (Osprey) 

$50 Family (Hawk) 

$100 Sustaining (Owl) 

$250 Soaring (Harrier) 

$500 Supporting (Falcon) 

$1000 Steward (Eagle) 

Additional Donation:

PLEASE  
     BEGIN          RENEW       MY HAWK RIDGE MEMBERSHIP

HELP FUND EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Fall Public Education Programs at Hawk Ridge $

Hawk Ridge Volunteer Program $

“Peregrine Watch” outreach at Lake Place Park $

“Raptors in the Classroom” school outreach $

“Experience Hawk Ridge” school lesson at  

Hawk Ridge $

NAME

ADDRESS

CIT Y    STATE      ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

*We do not rent, sell, or trade mailing lists

I want to volunteer, please contact me

Check here if you’d like to be added to our e-mail list* for 
Hawk Ridge information and updates

TOTAL ENCLOSED

(circle one) (circle one)

INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF HAWK RIDGE

You can support the 
work of Hawk Ridge Bird 
Observatory, and create 

a legacy for the future, by 
remembering us in your 

estate plan. 

Did you know there are ways to support 
Hawk Ridge Bird Observatory (HRBO) 
that do not affect your lifestyle or 
financial security? A bequest in your 
will or estate plan will help ensure that 
HRBO will continue its raptor research, 
education programs, and other bird 
conservation efforts for years to come. 
You can also designate HRBO to be the 

beneficiary of a life insurance policy 
or an IRA. It’s simple to do. Talk to an 
estate planning specialist or to our 
Executive Director, Janelle Long, for more 
information. (218) 428-6209 or jlong@
hawkridge.org
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